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COMMITTEE TO PREPARE

UTILITIES BILL NAMED

IN HOUSE AND SENATE

PLAN TO DISCONTINUE CITY HARBOR LINES

MET BY UNITED FRONT OF YACHT CLUBS
,

AND NAVIGATION INTERESTS IN OPPOSITION Fierce Blaze Burns
Fireproof Building

(Special from United Press.)
Akron, O., May 18. A strictly 'Tire-Proo-f"

building was burned to theHUNDREDS OF BUSINESS MEN TELL

ALDERMEN THAT HARBOR LINE CHANGE

IS DEATH BLOW TO CITY'S SHIPPING

HARBOR LINE CHANGE A

CRIME, SAYS BEARDSLEY

Anchorage Room Curtailed or Narrowed Would Lose
Bridgeport a Valuable Franchise AVrites Stratford
Oyster Company's Manager.

J

the city. He thought the Stratford
iRadel Oyster Company, Stratford Oyster Company,

Bridgeport & New York Transportation Company,
Oysters Growers' Protective Association of Connec-

ticut, --Bridgeport Harbor, No. 10, and Mohawk, Park
City, Pequonnock, Miamogue and Berkshire Yacht
Clubs Represented in Attempt to Stop Grab City
Harbor Line Not Discontinued Committee Named
That May Bring In Compromise Line Morris Also

vessels working on the natural oyster
beds. What the condition would have
been if in addition to the fleet of boats
that have been here there had been
two hundred or more sail boats as
there are some years when there is
good work on the natural beds, can
readily be seen. - There simply would
not have, been room enough for the
fleet to anchor without anchoring in
the channel.

If in addition to all this there should
be added several Sound tows, that
might at any time come into the har-
bor for a refuge the situation would
be .still more congested and danger-
ous, and unworthy of so important a
port as Bridgeport. It seems to us
that if a line of wharfs was con-
structed on the government line,

and barges and other vessels
were moored alongside of said wharf,
this anchorage basin would not be
available for the use of the large fleet
that every year more and more has
occasion to use it.

It may be urged that the proposed
anchorage basin on the east side of the
main channel near Steeplechase Island
can be used when completed, but in
our opinion both basins will not be
large enough to accommodate the in-

creasing shipping of the port. What
Bridgeport needs is more room rather
than less, and any course that has a
tendency to curtail the anchorage or
channel facilities of the port would be
a short sighted policy.

Once the channel or anchorage room
is narrowed or curtailed the port has
lost forever a valuable franchise and
it therefore seems to us that the wise,
far-sight- ed policy for the city of
Bridgeport to pursue would be to hold
all that we have and get as much more
as possible.

Tours truly,THE STRATFORD OYSTER CO.,
F. S. Beardsley, Manager.

House Members Appointed
by Speaker BanfLs Include
Chandler, Whitpn. Smith
and Appell, "Vho Hare
Fovored Princitjile of Bill.

Barnum and Middleton Are
Named From? Upper
House; One Ojjiposed and
the Other Lulfewarm, It
Is Said. '

Public Hearings jWill Begin
at Once in Orcer that Re-

port May Be Ready by
June 8 House Members
Include Two Democrats,
Fiske of Branford and
Curtis of Simsbury.

(By Our Staff Correspondent.)
Hartford, May 18. Speaker Elmore

S. Banks, upon the convening of the
House to-da- y announced his selections
upon the special committee of nine
w:hich is to consider the matter of pub-
lic utilities. The joint resolution pro-
vides for a committee of nine to toe

composed of seven members of the
House and two senators. Judge Banks'
appointees follow: Scott .of Plymouth,
chairman; Chandler, of Rocky Hill;
Hayes, of Waterbury; Whiton, of New
London; Smith, of Milford; Appell, of
Middletown; MlcKachnie, of Putnam,
Republicans; Fiske, of Branford and
Curtis of Simsbury, Democrats. Of
these appointees those who favored a
public utilities bill when the judiciary
committee reported adversely upon the
bill are Chandler. Whiton, Smith, and?
Appell. Chairman Scott, of the com-
mittee, in the original vote was with
the judiciary committee against a pub-
lic utilities measure. The two Demo-
cratic members of the committee were
not present when the vote was taken
and it is not definitely known how
they stand upon the question.

President Brooks of the Senate an-
nounced the Senate members of the
committee to be Senators Barnum and
Middleton.

Barnum is regarded as being oppos-
ed to a public utilities measure, while
Middleton is said to be not altogether
in opJL.Uon, although It is not . sus-
pected at heis a very stanch ad-
vocate of such a law. It is known
that Speaker Banks offered to appoint
Col. Henry Hall of Willington on the
committee, but Mr. Hall declined. Hall
was one of the ablest advocates of the
public utilities idea when the matter
was discussed in the House two weeks
ago.

Public hearings will begin at once as
soon as the committee is supposed to
be ready to report by June 8.

COULDN'T RIDE, BUT
STILL STOLE WHEEL

Oscar Reynolds left his bicycle
standing in Grand street near Main
street last night and it disappeared.
At 4 this morning Officer Samuel
Gregory saw a man wheeling a bicy-
cle. He saw the officer, who was in
civilian clothes, and ran through Good-se- ll

street where Gregory overtook
him. The bicycle was the one Rey-
nolds had left in the street. The
prisoner said he was Thomas Truppi
of Providence, R. I. He was fined $10
and costs and sentenced' to 30 days in
jail.

Czar Releases
General Stoessel and

Admiral Nebogatoff
(Special from United Press.)

St Petersburg, May 18. Yielding to
the insistent demand of a large part
of the Russian public, the Czar to-da- y

ordered the release from Fortress Pe-

ter and Paul of Admiral Nebogatoff
and General Stoessel, who were under-
going life imprisonment, the former
for the surrender of several of his
ships to the Japanese in the battle
of the Sea of Japan and the latter for
lowering his flag at Port Arthur.

Both the Admiral and General are
in failing health and it is believed
that Stoessel has but a short time to
live. Only recently his wife person-
ally presented a petition to the Czar
for his pardon but Nicholas at that
time was afraid to go against the
wishes of certain powerful politicians
iv'ho demanded that he remain in pris-
on. Stoessel's original sentence was
death but this was commuted by the
Czar.

ODD FELLOWS GRAND
LODGE MEETING

IN HARTFORD
Hartford, May 18. The exercises in-

cidental to the annual meeting of the
Grand Lodge of Connecticut, I. O. O.
F., are being held here this afternoon.
The first event on the program is a
banouet of the Past Grand Masters
which will be held at 4 o'clock. About
25 will be in attendance and present
Grand Master G. U. Kierstad will act
as toastm aster.

To-nig- ht the largest gathering of
Odd Fellows ever held under one roof
in this State will come together in the
Hartford Theatre to witness the work
of a degree team composed o mem-
bers of the Hartford lodges, who will
give the first degree to a large class
of candidates. Special preparations
have been made for this affair which
is for members only.

A large reception at the Footguard
Armory will follow-- this affair.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
BUSINESS PROVIDED
FOR BY AMENDMENT

(By our Staff Corres.)
Hartford, May 18. The committee on

CTties and Boroughs reported favor-
ably upon the amendment to the city
charter requiring the publication in
All newspapers above 1,500 circulation
of notices of certain public business.

ground here to-d- ay with a loss ofrtnorethan $1,000,000. At ten o'clock, after
burning only two hours, the Howef
Building lay in ruins, its walla almost
level with the ground.The cause of such an unexpectedlyfierce blaze was the inflammable char-acter of the household furniture and
goods of similar nature with which a
large part of the building was stored.These stored goods alone were valuedat $1,000,000 and Insured for $800,000.
The building was valued at $100,000.
Structure and contents were practi-
cally a total loss.

Twelve girls were carried down lad-
ders from the third story windows.
Eighteen men employed on the topfloor were cut off from the fire escapesand forced to hang out the windows
until firemen rescued them with longladders. The Are started from an
overturned torch in the storage rooms
of the L. B. Dodge Furniture Com-
pany. About 160 persons were in the
building at the time and a panic en-
sued in the rush for the fire-escap-

All escaped.

(UNCLASSIFIED.)
WANTED. Small fly wheel, a balance wbeel, for 2 Inch shafting. Ad--

dress X, this office. R 18 sp
BEST of everything In the smokers

line and magazines too at Wood's
"Smokeshop," 61 Cannon St-- X a

RENT One half or part of store. Rea-
sonable. Apply 213 State St. Court
Exchange Building. IB 18 r

FOR. SALE. New two family bouse.
$200 down and low monthly pay-ments. Lamson, 1909 Park Ave. ap

CARRIE AMES, manicure, facial mas-
sage, bust development. 239 State St.

We 18 d p
WANTED. Position by thoroughly

competent DOOKKeeper. Also under-stands stenography. A. B. C.
R 18 a p

REDUCED PRICES on trimmed hats,
$3.00. $4.00. $5.00 to close out. A largestock. J. M. Tucker. 370 Fairfield
Ave. ap

REMEMBER It is dangerous to use all
kinds of cheap corn remedies. Call
on Dr. Mansfield, 201 Meigs Bldg.Afternoons and Sundays. a

WANTED TO SELL. Moving picturetheatre now doing good business.
Fine opportunity for enterprising
party. Write to "Business", this of-ifi-

R 18 b p o

WANTED. Every working man andwoman in Bridgeport to attend the
ball at Eagles' Hall, Wednesday
night, under the aus-
pices of C. L. U. of this city, for the
benefit of the United Hatters.

R 18 b p o

FOR RENT. In Stratford, new six
room house, hot and .cold water,
bath, set tubs, furnace. Desirable on
line trolley. Inquire Geo. A. Porter,
Stratford. R 18 dp

FOR SALE. At bargain, pair blaclfl
mares, two seated buckboaxd surrey
nearly new, double harness and blan-
kets; great opportunity. Inquire of
B. C. Wood, 20 Arcade.

R 18 s p
STRAW HAT will soon be here, have

your old one made just like new.
The only place in town where theymake a specialty of cleaning, press-
ing and blocking, all kinds of hats.
At the Annex. 1036 Main St. a

TO RENT. 4 rooms. Gas. set tubs,etc. Crescent Ave., opposite No. 3- -

Engine Louse, $9.60. Inquire No. 79'
William St. R 17 tf.

TO RENT. Suite of rooms suitable,
for physician; also three connectingrooms. 467 State St.

R 15 d p o

TO RENT. 7 rooms, all improvements;steam heat furnished, 590 Park ave-
nue. Tel.2801-- 4. U 28 tfo

WANTED. Experienced body machins
ironer at once. Good wages.
Bridgeport Steam laundry.

U 23 tf o

CASCA-LAXIN- E TABLETS cure bil-
iousness and constipation. Follow tha
direction. U 12 o

OLD HOMESTEAD CAFE, hot and
cold lunch all day. Look In. corner
E. Main and Walter Sts. M. F.
O'Connor. Prop. A 19 tf. o 2

FOR SALE. Near Stratford Center, 2
family residence, fine condition, all I

improvements. Box 189, Stratford. I

R 12 d p o

DANCE. Given by The Lonesome
Four Club, at Perry's Hall, Thursday
evening, May 20, 1909. Music by
Speldel's orchestra. Tickets, 25 cents.
Admit one. R 12 d p o

FOR SALE. At Talmadge Hill, S. S.
Raymond's saw and grist mill and
ice business; house, barn, 4 acres
land, S acres mill pond, good busi-
ness all year, good location for small
factory, acre lot on main road where
store could be located. Owner dead.
Address Martha G. Raymond, Admx.,
New Canaan, Conn. R 17 s p o

LABORERS WORTHY OF THEIR
HIRE. The Bowery Mission Free
Labor Bureau is prepared to supply
any number of men, for any kind of
labor, at a moment's notice. With-
in the past twelve months their
cashier has paid out $1,453.86 for rail-
road expenses on thousands of wor-
thy, willing and able-bodi- ed men, to
all parts of the country. Address
John C. Earl. Financial Secretary,
92 Bible House, New York City.

R 17 s o

FOR SALE. Columbia
four cylinder automobile, 24-2- S horse;
power. 1907. Recently overhauled1,
and in first-clas- s condition. Has!
top, magneto, glass wind shield,)
Presto gas light, five lamps, new
tires. Can be bought very cheap
and demonstrated at any time. Call:
at Miller Motor Car Co., 554 Fairfield.
Ave.. Bridgeport Conn.

--' U 26 tf O 1

Oyster Co was located over in Strat-
ford and he wanted to know if Bridge-
port Harbor, No. 10, of the American
Masters, Mates and Pilots' Association
was a local organization. He did not
know that the men who are competent
to take contror of vessels have had an
organization in this city for several
years.

The Straitford Oyster Co., is located
at the foot of Pembroke street. It has
one of the largest fleets in the state
and its payroll will compare favorably
with many of the manufacturing in-

dustries In the city.
Mr. Wilson then offered a letter ad-

dressed to the council from F. S.
Beardsley, manager of the Stratford
Oyster Co. The mayor said that the
harbor line is in Bridgeport, and not
In Stratford.

The mayor said the letter would be
read later, but later on Alderman Mc-
Murray. who did not like the rather
high hande manner in which the may-
or was keeping the letters and peti-
tions in the background, addressed the
mayor saying that the communica-
tions should be read.

"They are going to be read," said the
mayor.

"They should be read," said the al-

derman, "before the representatives of
these firms and companies speak on
the subject. Then we would have
all the light possible."

The Mayor repeated that they would
be read later on. Alderman McMur-
ray said he was there to see that ev-
ery man who appeared, or sent a com-
munication there, was there for the
purpose of getting a square deal and
he moved that the communications be
read fiom each organization Just be-
fore the representative of that organ-izatoi- n

spoke. The motion was car-
ried.

Captain J. A. Pearsall supplemented
the communication" from Harbor No. 10

by stating that he was a committee
elected to appear there and state that
the masters and pilots wanted the
city line to stay where it was for the
protection of commerce and for the
presrvation of the harbor.

James H. 3. Jones, of the Jones Jb
Hoffman Co., representing the Mohawk
Tacht Club, said that in presentingthe club's protest against the change
in the streets he wanted to call the at-
tention of the aldermen to the inade-
quacy of the streets because the men
who laid them out never thought there
would be electric cars, automobiles and
all other manner of vehicles running
through them. He said that the con-
dition in the harbor was the same, and
the city should not give up one foot,
but looking forward to the future. He
urged upon the council that the pol-
icy be to look to the future.

Captain A. H. Halsey, manager for
the Radel Oyster Co., said there was
danger that the company would have
to move away from the city if the
harbor continued to become congest-
ed. He said that his concern was one
of the largest in the oyster indus-
try of the state, that the business was
increasing annually, and the increase
In the business meant that largersteamers were balng used. He was
emphatically in favor of the mainten-
ance of the city harbor line and said
that during the past three weeks that
it was very fortunate that there had
been no heavy tows put in to the har-
bor while there had been a south wind.
The captain made it plain to the al-
dermen that anchorage all in one spot
did not help vessel captains any as
the wind conditions often made one
side of the channel safer to lie in than
another. He said ' that he did not
think it was Impossible to get the gov-
ernment line changed. He thought the
city of Bridgeport ought to be able to
do it.

J. E. Cox. auditor or the Bridgeportand New Tork Transportation spoke
against the abolition of the city line.

A communication from the Pequon-nock Tacht Club was read again.
Captain Daniel Sprague spoke for the

Oystermen's Protective Association.
He said that he had heard some of
the aldermen talking about the East
anchorage basin and he wanted to cor-
rect any idea that there was such a
basin for there was none in his opin-
ion. He added that it pleased him
vary much to hear the attorney for
the railroad say that the company had
been given permission to leave the
Naugatuck dock where It is until they
got ready to take it down. The dock
he said interefered with the New Eng-land Navigation Co. only, as it had to
"work" its steamers around the end
of the dock, and the captains did not
like to do it. As for the lower basin,out by the lighthouse, he said the city
might as well tell merchants In Main
street that they had cut down some
trees in Seaside park and that theyhad better go down there and estab-
lish their stores. He said that vessel
owners wanted to bring their boats up
Into town as well as anybody else, and
when you allow the railroad to build
out to theagovernment line you are go-

ing to crowd the harbor at its nar-
rowest part. When the railroad builds
out to the harbor line there will be no
western basin.

Captain Sprague said that if there
was any such thing as the railroad
being able to collect damages for the
land under the water the Radel Oyster
Co. would now be collecting damages
from the government, which was
dredging a channel through its oyster
beds. He said that the railroad prob-
ably had a quit claim deed to the flats
as far as the channel, but that deed
did not say that the authorities could
not cbanie the channel withuut con-

sulting the railroad.
The mayor asked the speaker where

he would put the harbor line and he
replied that it would go to highwater
mark if he had his way about it. He
thought the harbor could be saved to
the city if as much sup-or- t was given
to the city line as has been given to
the government line. He concluded by
saying that if the Common Council of
20 years ago had done its duty that
there would have been no dispute over
the harbor line at this time.

F. S. Beardsley, manager of the Strat-
ford Oyster Company, In a letter to
Harbor Master Morris says "once the
channel or anchorage room of Bridge-
port's harbor is narrowed or curtail-
ed the port has lost forever a valuable
franchise and It therefore seems to us
that the wise aod far-sight- ed policy
for Bridgeport would be to hold all
that we have and get as much more as
possible."

The letter follows:
Stratford, Conn., May 17, '09.

Mr. Charles Morris,
Harbor Master,

Bridgeport, Conn.
Dear Sir: In regard to the matter

of harbor lines in Bridgeport harbor
about which there Is to be a hearing
in the Council chamber tonight, we
have to say that the writer regrets
that he will be unable to be present
owing to a previous engagement. Our
position in regard to the matter is
about as follows:

We have no quarrel with any inter-
est that may be concerned in the prem-
ises, but situated as we are directly
opposite the locality in question we
have observed very closely the work-
ings of the shipping in the harbor.
The result of our observations is that
there Is not room enough now to ac-
commodate the shipping that has oc-

casion to use the anchorage basin be-
tween the Naugatuck Dock and the
foot of Henry street. There have been
for the last two months anywhere from
ten to forty vessels anchored in this
basin. Many times the basin has
been fully occupied and vessels have
been obliged to anchor in the channel
and have thus blocked the channel so
that vessels could not get' In or out
of the harbor. Ths has occurred this
season when there has beSn very few

FAVOR 'JOKER'

AMENDMENT TO

CITY CHARTER

House Committee on Cities
Reports for Measure
Which Requires Bridge-
port to Pay Damages
When Certain Harbor
Lines Are Laid.

(By Our Staff Correspondent.)
Hartford, May 18. The Committee on

Cities and Boroughs in the House, to-

day, reported favorably the amend-
ment to the charter of the city of
Bridgeport drawn by Attorney W. H.
Boardman, attorney for the New York,
New Haven & Hartford Railroad,
which ostensibly compels hearings to
be held whenever the city shall estab-
lish harbor lines, but which actually
puts back Into the charter the clause
which requires the city to pay damages
to owners of the upland when harbor
lines are laid to protect navigation.

LINE IS NOT

DISCONTINUED

Harbormaster and Alder-
man Dispose of Mistaken
Idea Regarding Effect of
Council's Action Last
Night.

Harbor Master Charles H. Morris
said this afternoon it is an error to
suppose that the city harbor lines were
discontinued by any action of the
Common Council which was taken last
night, or at any other time. The res-
olution that was adopted simply au-
thorizes the Harbor committee to agree
upon a new line that will be satisfac-
tory. If they can. "Chairman Tague,
of the committee on Harbor Improve-
ments, told me this morning that he
had no idea that the resolution does
not discontinue the city line."

Alderman Meyer said: "The city line
was not discontinued. A majority of
the Board of Aldermen are opposed to
discontinuance, at least until a new
line is ready."

City Clerk Buckingham said: "I can
see nothing in the resolution adopted
by the council, except the creation of
a special committee to consider a new
harbor line."
CAMPBELL APPEAL

FROM PROBATE.
The Superior Court, civil side, with

Judge Howard J. Curtis and jury came
in this morning. The first case on
trial was the appeal from probate on
the finding in 't'-- e estate of Mrs. Cath-
erine Campbell, by Harriett B. Camp-
bell of Stamford.

JABLONSKI INSANE.
Michael Jablonski, who has been an

inmate of Lakeview home for some
time, and who has a number of well
to do relatives in this city, was this
morning committed to Mlddletown by
Judge of Probate Edward P. Nobbs.
Jablonski has been giving the attend-
ants at the home trouble lately.

Opposes.
fhe organizations, almost without

rwxceptlon, which has to do with the
navigation of Bridgeport harbor, ap-

peared before the Common Council,
.last night, in opposition to the dlscon- -'

tlnuance of the proposed City Lines,
j Despite a printed report to the con-jtra- ry

the City lines were not discon-

tinued. The Council voted that a new
line be established, and made the com--j
mittee on Harbor Improvements a

j committee to locate the line,
i This Is understood to be an effort to
agree upon a compromise line. The
city line will not be disestablished un-
til the new line is laid.

A new lis cannot be laid except up-
on the acceptance of the report- - by a
majority of the aldermen. Heretofore
those opposed to discontinuance have
commanded a majority of the votes,
and they believe that they will con-
tinue to do so.

The opposition to the discontinuance
of the city lines was overwhelming.
Some 40 men were present, members

committees representing the Bridge
port Harbor. No. 10, Masters, Mates
and Pilots' Association of America,
Park City Tacht Club. Pequonnock
Tacht Club. Berkshire Tacht Club,
Miamogue Tacht Club, The Oysterr Protective Association of Connecticut,
the Mohawk Tacht Club, the captainsof the larger steamers, and the com-
modores of the united yacht clubs.

The large owners of private beds,
representing an Interest of some

were also In opposition. The
fftadel Oyster Company was represent-
ed by Capt. A. H. Halsey. The Strat-
ford Oyster Company was represented

i by Its manager, F. S. Beardsley, in a
I communication.

The Bridgeport and New Trk Trans--
Company was represented byIportation J. E. Cox.

Only two persons appeared in favor
of the grab. One was Attorney W. H.
Boardman. for the New Tork, New

i Haven & Hartford Railroad Co.: the
j other was Ben Teel, for the Locomo-- p
bile Company of America.

The hearing was exceedingly warm
at times, the mayor endeavoring to
lower the opposition. The resolutions

! of the several organizations were not
read until Alderman McMurray had
made a warm protest against their be-- ',
ing held unread and had gone so far
as to threaten to put the matter to
vote.

Assistant Clerk Gill read the resolu-
tion calling for a hearing upon the' discontinuance of the city line and
establishment of a new line,

with the government line. When
he had finished reading the clerk call-
ed the attention of the mavor to the
fact that there were many communi-
cations against abolishing the city line.
He asked the mayor if he wanted the

i communications read. The mayor
shook his head, "No," and said, "we

i will proceed with the hearing."
Attorney W. B. Boardman, counsel

for the railroad company told the
, board that the present Federal line was, -VIIl. J 1 .It eCBiaunsucu eta luc icauii ui ctn asree- -

ment between the railroad and the
j government whereby the Naugatuck
dock was to be removed. He assured
the aldermen hat when the railroad
company made the agreement it was
of the opinion that it was working in
line with the desires of the city. He
said It was the intention of the rail-
road to take down the Naugatuck dock

j as soon as the city established a new
line with the Federal line.

I Besides, he said, the suit now pending
against the city would be withdrawn.

' "We have a permit from the Federal
government to maintain the dock," he

j said.
Alderman Mahoney asked Mr. Board-- jman whom the Naugatuck dock ob-

structed the most
Mr. Boardman responded. "1 don't

know. I am not a mariner."
The alderman said he wanted to te'I

Mr. Boardman that the Naugatuck
dock bothered the New England Navi-
gation Co. (the railroad's steamboat
line) more than anybody else. He said
that the time was coming when the
railroad would take the wharf down
anyway.

W. S. Teel. Jr.. said he represented
the Locomobile Co. of America, and
that he appeared in favor of the gov-
ernment line and for a chanar in the
city lirie as bis company was interest-
ed In view of what the railroad com-
pany had promised to do if The l;ne
was changed.

Lynn W. Wilson said that he repre-
sented a large number of men who
were opposed to the discontinuance ol
the city lines, and who were especially
opposed to a line that would be coin-
cident with the government lines.

This resulted in an interruotian by
the mayor, who said that no hearing
would be had on rhe discontinuance
of the city lines, but solely on the
laying of a new line.

Mr. Wilson replied: "At the last
meeting your honor ru'ed out of order
a motion giving definite hearing to
the Hne reported by the minority of
the committee on harbor improve-
ments. Tour honor gav. as a reason
for this remarkable ruling. th;it a".l

lines, whether the citv lines, or some
other, would be In discussion
Therefore. I repeat, that I represent a
Hm number of persons who are op

posed to the discontinuance of the city
lines."

Mr. Wilson then said that this op-

position included resolutions which
had been adopted by organizations
composed of men who have special In-

terests in the harbor. There was a
resolution by the Park City Tacht
club, by the Mohawk Tacht club, by
the Miamogue Tacht club, by the
Pequonnock Tacht club, by Bridge-
port Harbor No. 10, of the Captains.Mates and Pilots" Association of
America, and by the captains of the
larger steamers plying in and out of
the harbor. There were also, he said,
some 40 or 50 men on committees ap-
pointed by these organizations, to pre-
sent the resolutions, and to oppose the
discontinuance of the city line. These
men were present would be heard,
each committee by a single member.

Mr. Wilson also said that the Strat-
ford Oyster Company was represented
through its manager, by a letter op-
posing the discontinuance. That the
Radel Oyster company was representedin opposition, and finally that the
Oyster Protective Association of Con-
necticut was present by resolution and
by committee.
the board that he appeared as
a citizen and taxpayer. and as
a member of a committee from
the Park City Tacht club elect-
ed for the purpose of appearingbefore in opposition to the abolishment
of the city line.

Alderman Primrose, who is also a
member of the club said that the har-
bormaster might do well to tell of the
vote which elected him as there was
only about 30 per cent, of the member-
ship present at the meeting and
that only 30 per cent, of those presentvoted in favor of the appointment of
the committee.

The harbormaster replied. "I noticed
that only Alderman Primrose and two
others voted against us. The rest
voted in favor of the committee."

Alderman McMurrav obiected to the
airing of what took place in the clubas long as Alderman Primrose did not
question that the harbormaster repre-
sented it.

The harbormaster continued that he
did not see why the present cityharbor line should be
as it was putting the city on danger-ous ground. He was more convinced
than ever, from the crowded condition
of the harbor in the last three weeks,that the city line should sfay where
it is. While the wind had been in the
northeast there were so many vessels
in the harbor that they had laid over
inside of the government line onto the
flats. He did not believe it was neces-
sary for the city to enter Into an
agreement to have the Naugatuck dock
removed. "It will tumble down itself
in time," he said. Ninety per cent,
of the complaints against the over-
crowding of the harbor come from the
railroad company because of the Nau-
gatuck dock. It was unfair he thoughtto call the city line a spite line as it
was laid by an unanimous vote of the
Common Council and sanctioned by
Mayor Reynolds.

"Look at the line in the East river."
he said, "it is not a straight line. From
31st street south it forms a letter Z.
Tou don't know whether you will have
to pay damages or not. The railroad
attorneys say we will, while other
counsel, just as good, say we will not.
I refer to the opinion of former City
Attorney Man. I am not a lawyerbut I know that you cannot warrantydeed mud flat property. That was
fought out in U. S. Supreme Court by
Congressman Hill, Judge Hall and
Samuel Fessenden several years ago.
If you condemn the dock and prevent
the company from using it you have
got to pay for It but you won't have to
pay for the mud flats."

Alderman Tague wanted to know if
some of the boats had not been an-

choring too far to the eastward. Har-
bormaster Morris said no that 150
boats would use from 15 to 20 fath-
oms of chain in anchoring, and that
a boat needed considerable more room
than her own length.Alderman Tague wanted to know
why more boats did not use the ba-
sin in front of the power house. The
harbormaster said there had been 24

sailing vessels anchored in that basin
every night and that was about all
that could get in there. The harbor-
master explained that it was the wish
of captains of the big steamers com-

ing into the harbor to keep the power
house basin as clear as possible in or-
der that they might have as big a
sweep as possible in rounding the bug
light.

Alderman Mahoney. who the mayor
had declared always knew more about
the harbor than any other man In the
council said he would tell the mayor
how the city line maintained a big-
ger harbor for the city than the Fed-
eral line ever would. He said that as
soon as the city line was established

with the Federal line the
railroad would move oue to it and
build a wharf, to which coal barges
would be moored In large numbers at
a point where they would make it
more hazardous than ever for vessels
going in and out of the lower harbor.

Mayor Lee said he thought that the
alderman was speculating a great deal.

Later the mayor showed much lack
of knowledge of the org;4niations of

NEW UTILITIES

COMMITTEE IS

AFTER FACTS

Senator Barnum Says It
Doesn't Want Agitation
and Declamation, But
Does Want Figures and
Arguments Won't Gro

Over Old Ground Again.
(By Our Special Correspondent.)

Hartford, May 18. Senator Barnum,
chairman of the new joint committee
to consider a public utilities bill, which
organized at 2:15 after the adjourn-
ment of both houses, said to-da- y:

"The committee will have at its dis-

posal the stenographic report of the
hearings before the judiciary commit-
tee and in order to avoid delay it
probably will not go over the same
ground again in oral hearings."The committee will probably ask
members who have proposed amend-
ments to the bill to hand these amend-
ments to the clerk of the committee
as soon as possible.

"There was a pretty full hearing be-
fore the judiciary committee, as to
the state of public sentiment, at which
there appeared a good many repre-
sentative men. Consequently this com-
mittee will probably devote such time
as is at its disposal, at this late day,not to discussion of public sentiment,
but to a detailed consideration of the
provision of a bill. The committee will
not desire to hear anything that savors
of agitation or declamation, but will
be ready to have presented to it, facts,
figures and arguments.

"The committee will very likely as-

sign different days for hearings on
those specific subjects. One day may
be assigned to a hearing as to the
financial control of public service cor-
porations, another day may be assign-
ed for a hearing as to the control of
the rates of public service corporations,
and another day to a hearing as to the
control of the management and opera-
tions of public service corporations.

"It would seem that this perhaps
would be a business like procedure."

MUSIC DISTURBING;
BOYS FINED $2 EACH

There was a concert by a Swedish
band in the Park City rink last night
and Henry Frankel and John Carroll.
West End boys climbed onto-- the roof
and amusef themselves trying to drop
pebbles into the bass horns and other
brass instruments. They were ar-
rested by Officer Weston. This morn-
ing each was fined $2 by Judge Wilder
in the city court.

IN QUARREL OVER
WOMAN, IS STABBED

Martin Yacoviteh and Martin Parni-cu- k

quarreled over a woman in a
Howard avenue boarding house about
midnight last night. Yacoviteh slash-
ed his rival with a knife, making a
deep scalp wound. Parnicuk was
brought to the emergency hospital.
Officers Anderson and Corrigan later
arrested Yacoviteh.

Parnicuk in the city court this morn-
ing was held until under
bonds of $25, charged with breach of
the peace. Yacoviteh was chargedwith assault with intent to kill. His
case was continued under bornis of
$500.


